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Giving Up the Ultimate Bachelor Pad 
Union Square 
A one-bedroom with 
a terrace made a 
great home for one 
person and his gear. 
Buttor two, the 
place was not quite 
right. 

Acouple decide to move, 
to secure a bit more room 
and 'acoustic privacy.' 

By JOYCE COHEN 

Before he moved to New York two years 
ago, Brad Chatellier had been living out of 
a suitcase. For months, he had traveled the 
world and pursued wildlife photography. 

In the city, his first order of business was 
to find an apartment. 

He rented a nice one-bedroom in One 
Union Square South, paying around $7,000 
a month. It was almost 1,000 square feet in 
size, with enough room for Mr. Chatellier, 
43, to set up his home theater, and another 
1,000 square feet of terrace, where he gave 
parties and staged photo shoots. 

"It was the ultimate bachelor pad and it 
worked:' said his girlfriend, Talitha Fehr, 
whom he met online. She is froin the Win
nipeg, Manitoba, area in Canada, and was 
renting in a SoHo loft building, choosing to 
live with a roommate because she, too, was 
new to the city. 

Last winter she joined Mr. Chatellier in 
the one-bedroom. It soon became clear 
that the layout was inadequate for a cou
ple. Ms. Fehr, 34, was often on the phone 
for work. She's a music coordinator for 
musicai theater productions. "Acoustic pri
vacy was the main problem and the only 
reason why we left," she said. Mr. Chatel
lier, who retired young, having been an Ap
ple engineer who "snapped up as much 
Apple stock as I could," had computer 
equipment that consumed a lot of space. 
He required a layout suitable for his home 
theater system and speakers, which meant 
a living area with two uninterrupted paral
lel walls. 

They decided to search for a two-bed
room with a terrace. In their building, two
bedrooms cost $8,500 to $9,000 a month. 
The couple, intending to lower their rent, 
set a budget of $5,000. 

In many parts of. town, like TriBeCa, 
their money didn't go far. Places were 
small and unrenovated, with inadequate 
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25 Broad 
A penthouse with 
million-dollar views 
in the financial 
district was nearly 
perfect. Alas, 
someone else got 
there first. 

layouts. "It was amazing how little you 
could get, unless you went to the far 
fringes of the neighborhood," Ms. Fehr 
said. They saw dozens of apartments, and 
their budget jumped to $6,000. 

One of the many agents they contacted 
was Marley Frankel of Platinum Proper
ties. "She wanted us to walk," so as to be
come more familiar with the neighbor
hoods, Ms. Fehr said. "She didn't want us 
to take cabs or subways." 

Phone re~eption was a big concern. "In 
every apartment, they checked their cell
phone service in every room," said Ms. 
Frankel, who suggested they get a signal 
booster. 

Failing to check reception is a huge mis
take, Mr. Chatellier said, especially with a 
long-term phone contract. "Talitha's busi
ness stops if phone service stops," he said. 
And the couple weren't convinced that a 
booster would work all that well . . 

Ms. Frankel persuaded them to hunt in 

Long Island City 
A three-bedroom at 
4545 Center 
Boulevard, a new 
building, aiso had 
stellar views. But 
access to subway 
lines was limited. 

the financial district, where she felt their 
money would go further. For $5,585 a 
month, they loved a light-flooded pent
house at 25 Broad Street, which went up in 
1902 as an office building. Mr. Chatellier 
measured. The home theater would fit. 

But another couple applied first. "Our 
dream place we",t to someone else," Mr. 
Chatellier said. "It was awful." 

A friend lived in Long Island City, so 
they checked out the luxury rental build
ing 4545 Center Boulevard, a just-com
pleted glass tower. They liked a three
bedroom with rounded walls and a pan
oramic view of Manhattan, with a rent 
around $5,000. 

Mr. Chatellier measured. "The home 
theater stuff would have gone at some kind 
of weird diagonal angle," but there were 
ways to hang the speakers, he said. "I was 
willing to do all these things because we 
were so spellbound by the view." 

But they would have a long walk to ei-

15 William 
A place in an 
amenity-loaded 
building in the 
financial district had 
a layout that 
worked. So did the 
phone reception. 

ther of two subway lines, both of which 
went to Midtown East, "which is not where 
we wan t to go," Ms. Fehr said. 

So in the end they returned to the finan
cial district, choosing William Beaver 
house, built about five years ago as a con
dominium, where they found a two-bed
room with two baths on a high floor with 
stunning views in three directions. There 
was plenty of room for a home theater, and 
the phone reception passed the test. 

There was no terrace, but they didn't 
mind. At Union Square South, some party 
guests had smoked and left cigarette butts. 

They negotiated their rent to $6,895, 
with one free month, plus a free storage 
unit. They arrived last fall, paying a broker 
fee they negotiated to 12 percent of a 
year's rent, or almost $10,000. 

If they had come to the building on their 
own, they would not have paid a fee. "I 
don't know that we would have ever found 
this," Mr. Chatellier said. "We weren't 
even looking in the financial district." 

As it turns out, they are pleased with 
their new neighborhood, although it has 
fewer restaurants and services than other 
parts of town. Their home is out of range, 
for instance, of most Chinatown food deliv
ery, and they have to travel for a movie 
house. 

The apartment itself is working well. Mr. 
Chatellier turned one of the bedrooms into 
an office. The 60-inch television screen fits . 
perfectly. The couple are delighted with 
the enormous tub in the master bathroom; 
at 4 by 5Ijz feet, it is like a mini-pool -
something they never expected to find . . 

They see such tubs in hotels when they 
travel, but "it's a mystery why more New 
York apartments don't have a deep soak
ing tub:' Mr. Chatellier said. 

Also, the stall shower has a hole in the 
door that allows one to reach for a tap 
without getting wet. "This place felt it was 
designed, not just built:' Mr. Chatellier 
said. 

IIWe have great acoustic privacy," Ms. 
Fehr said. "I walk around the apartment 
and talk on the phone, and Brad is in his of
fice with the door closed. I miss Brad now 
that he has his own office." ....:. ,.,.. 


